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Glendale Agency Expands Autism Services

In answer to Steven’s Law, which becomes effective July 1, Touchstone Behavioral Health is introducing a new department and program for the treatment of autism.

Under Steven’s Law, the autism legislation provides families with better access to behavioral therapy. The law covers medically necessary behavioral therapy for children with autistic disorder, asperger’s syndrome or pervasive developmental disorder.

According to Touchstone  CEO Steve Ginsberg, the agency has ramped up its services to Arizona families with autistic children. Because of the new law, private health and disability insurance plans now cover autism therapy where previously it was normally not covered. Treatment is costly, as much as $25,000 to $50,000 annually.

The Touchstone program is in-home centered around the family including child, siblings, parents and grandparents.  The program is designed to meet the specific needs of each family through an individualized plan.

Since divorce rates are high among families with autistic children, marriage and family therapy will be provided as well.

Dr. Joseph Gentry of Phoenix, a licensed psychologist and board certified behavior analyst and a consultant with Touchstone, helped develop the new autism therapy program and will continue with initial assessments.  Dr. Gentry is well-known in the autism community.

Touchstone Behavioral Health will serve children and adolescents ages four through 17.  The program is centered around building family communication and developing relationships.  The goal is for families to achieve independence and acquire resources.  Independent living skills, social skills, coping skills and anger management skills will be taught.  The youth and their families will be provided the tools they need to encourage positive changes within their family.

Participants are referred to the program by their private insurance company or by their primary care physician.

The Touchstone Behavioral Health Family Centered Autism Program is located at 6153 W. Olive in Glendale.  For more information contact Paul Carollo or Elizabeth Rinaldo at 623-930-8705. www.touchstonebh.org.
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